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‘Te was in the early part of 1951, the writer just fairly stusbled 
upon THE LIFE OF GEORGE LAKE, ae writen by hineelf. 


We were overjoyed when in the home of a Cousin we were aeked if we 
had ever heard of thie Diary, and would we like to see a copy? 


Ye had heard that such a writing existed, but had never hoped to 


_ When we saw what it purported to be, we asked to berrow it, that 

we might thus read it in the guiet of our study.Then we decided 
to make copies that it might be found in various libraries,where 
Fit could be seceesible to any who might be interested. 


This work iz important ae it reveels early conditions among the 
Mormon people during their early history and development, both 
in the east and finally in Uteh,written by one who was directly 
- involved and interested during that early development. 
The oréginal was evidently written from memory, so some errors 
at to dates have crept into the record. These we have attempted 
#0 correct, having accese to definite hietorical recorde. These 
corrections will be found at the end of the work,and are eo pla- 
eed for the sake of accuracy. 


“ia 


“.. George bake was born into a family of dames and Philomelia-Smith= 
Bake, devout members of fhe Mormon Church from a very early date, 


and was trained in the history and leadership of thia people. 
_° {¢ will be seen that he went on various Miesione for the Chureh, 
— in its schools,and served in various official relations, in 
The Church. 


The offepring's of George Lake are very numereous through) The 
Mormon Church,and will find herein mtter of great and lasting 
 dnterest to them. It is for their sake thie work has been done. 


‘ig larger work, giving the history of the Ganadian Royalist Lake 


family ig in process of being prepared for reference to the an- 
cestors of The Lake Family. 


This writer is under obligation to the family of Lawrence Lake, 
of ElSegundo, California for the opedtunity to reproduce the 
Daary of George Lake. 
| Glaud Nelson Me Millan. 
127S-Loeust ave. 


Long Beach, California. 
March 20. 1951, 
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"LIF ESOE GEQRGE LaAkE 


George Lake, the subject of this sketch, was fourth son of 
James Lake, and his third wife, Philomelia-Smith, widow of Ira Smith. 
She was born Sept.15,1836, in Scott County, Illinois.*- 

Of my early youth I shall say but Little. My Father was a hard 
working man, and generally occupied in Agricultural pursuits. 

He was born Oct. 7, 1788, in the town of White Creek, Vantanceler 
County$-New York. When he was a child his parents moved to Canada. 
At the age of about twenty one, he married his cousin, Mary Lake ,*=- 
who bore him four children. 

George,who died at the age of eleven years. 

Dennis,who was one of the early elders of the church,and one 
of Zion's camp. He has since fallen away from the Faith,at the 
time of the great apoestacy at Kirtland. 

Cyrus, aleo an early Elder in the Church,fell away at this 
eame time. They had both labored hard in the erection of the 
Kirtland Temple,and other public labors. 

Mary, their fourth child remained in Canada. 

Mary, the wife of my father,died, He was later married a second 
time to a lady by the name of Elizabeth Sever.*-. Three children 
were born to this union; Julia, Lawrence and James. . 

About this time he lost his left leg,from the cut of an ax."= 

. His second wife sickened and died, leaving him broken in spirit and 
in poverty. 

"He gave two of hie children, Julia and James,to his sister, 

\ Margaret Madieon,to raise.*= 


Lawrence obeyed the gospel,and followed the 


wRe 
church to Illinois. Owing to the influence of his wife, he followed 
the Church no farther. He soon died, leaving his family among stranger; 
He had helped in the building of the Kirtland temple,and had done 
mich to build up the church. | at + 
Sept.%3,1923,he married Philomelia Smith, daughter of Parker 
Smith, and Salla 4oomis. She was the widow of Ira Smith,and had five 
children by her former husband.*- They were: 
Lyman,who was a faithful member of the Churech;and a member of Zionf: 
camp,and performed a number of important mk&ééens for the Church. 
He died soon after his return from Zion's Camp. 
James Harvey,who obeyed the gospel, but in time fell away. 
Elizabeth Bodgrdman,who died in Logan Utah in 1893. 
Josiah B.who died young, and Esther who never recieved the gorpel. 


In 1832,my parente,with the most of their family,recieved the gospe] 
gospel as declared to them by old friends, Brigham, Joseph, Phineous 
Young,and Eleser Miler(Miles),the latter baptizing them. They 
immediatly gathered with the Church at Kirtland. 

My Father,with his eldest sons, aided in building the Lord's House 
at Kirtland,and recieved therein,their blessings and Endowments. At 
the expulsion of the Sainte,while they were fdeing from 

an infuriated mob. } | 

My Mother though a weekly woman,and my father a cripple bore all 
their trials without a murmur. 

Their union was crowned with ten children. 


Sabra,born July 17, 1823, in upper Canada.Married William 


Dixon, about 1540,and bore him 15 ehildren. 
William Bailey, Feb.16.1926,died March 31.1858. 
= bas,born June 3,1%27,died June 18, 1893. 


NCCC reece 
-% ‘ 
Slara,born Dee. 17.1826.%- Married Tate 12 


12-ehildren. 


Stephen Ordway. He ai 
_Jane,vorn July 1%, 1830.1 Married 3ée8eH Sapte y ed April 
1851. She later married Joseph Taylor i852, and bore children. 


Lydia,born May 19,1832;married Price W. Nel 
thirteen saliaees. el ehh 


Moroni, born April 9,1934,died July 1834. 
| Sgmantha,born May 26, 1836;married Noah Brimhall,and bore 
' mine children, Died in New Mexico, 187%. 
Ssores, born Sept.15, 1835,at Scott Co, Illinois. 
kmanda, Born June 6,1941;died Jan. 26,1843. 


My father located in Scott County, Illinois, where he remained on 
rented land from 183% to 1444. He then moved to Nauvoo,where my 
Father and brothers aided in erection of the temple and Phe 
Nauvoo House, and finally to fit out for the unknown West. in 
the monthe of February we crossed the great Miesouri River with 
our heavily loaded wagons, on the ice. 

There were about eix hundred wagons in our company,all being 
driven by the hand of a ruthless mob to seek a home beyond the 
reach of mob violence. We suffered many hardships, and in the 
fall we arrived at Council Bluffs. 

While on this dreary route,my brother Barnabas was selected 
as a member of the Mormon Satallion, which he bore 
faithfully. 

My father was appointed as a bishop of a ward to look after 
the wante of the widow and the fatherless. Provieions being 
searse, my father prepared > mortar by splitting aes and digging 
it out,and then bancing it together,and then drove'iron wedge 
inte a stick. This he ealled Armstrong's Mill. Day by day he 


was occupied in pounding corn to feed the hungry in this substitute 


~h_ 


for a mill. Thus we passed the winter. The writer, though a lad of onl’ 
eight years,helped a11 he could to keep up the work of the mill. My 


brother William was often away in quest of corn to grind in the mill. 

When spring opened we moved to Holt Co, Missourt, 2 distance of 100) 
miles,to seek an outfit to continue our journey to the valley, where 
we remained three years. | } i 

We seemed to have found favor in the sight of the Missourians and 
the blessings of the Lord greatly attended our labors. The spring of 
1850 dawned upon we in a high state of prosperity. 

My father, Like Leni of old, had his heart set upon the promised 
land, hence he weathered up all his family. My brother Barnabas had 
returned in the fall of 1847,0n foot, with hie body well nigh worn out. 
We found ourselves well fitted out to make the journey we had forty 
cows and loose stock, over one hundred sheep, six yoke of oxen, three 
brood mares and two good wagons well laden with supplies. 

We soon arrived at Florence near Council Bluffs, 100 miles. Here 
we were organized and placed in line for the journey. My father was 
appointed captain of 50 wagons. Nothing of interest occoured. All 
passed pleasantly untill we arrived at the platt River. Here cholera 
broke out in our camp. My sieter Sabra was attacked, but through 
faith and prompt attention and a merciful Providence, she was spared. 

My brother Barnabas had married 2 Mrs Electa Snider,and she con- 
tracted the deseaere, and died. Others took it,and two or three died. 
The journey wae tedious and rearing on both men and teams. While on 
the plaine,my sister Jane married Stephen Ordway,who died the follow- 
ing April. | , 

Some two months later,she gave birth to a son,whome she called 
Stephen. At the age of twenty he was killed by # rolling log. 

The writer had a heavy siege of mountain fever which came nearly 


terminating fataly, but through faith and tender care he was restored. 


Se : 

We ‘arrived in Salt Lake City Oct. 7.1950,and moved to Ogden,and set- 
tled in what was known as Ogden Fort. The country wae barren and des- 
olate, and abounded in sage brush, wolves and nude Indians. I was ebri- 
oken with rhumatiem, which lasted nearly all winter. As soon as I recov- 
ered, I was baptized, in the Ogden river. The tee had to be eut out 
to perform the ceremony. I was confirmed by President Lorin Farr. 

_ Later in the spring my father moved to a farm he had located. The 
place ras afterwardg known as Harrisville. 

At the organization of the Wever Stske, my father was called to 
‘be a member of the Stake High Council, Feb. 1851. 

A man by the name of Stuart shot an Indian Chief, which was an ex- 
euse for an Indian war. My father tried always to win the confidence 
of the Indians,and I was appointed to be an interperter and have often 
visited their camp while they were in their wildest mood. I was treat- 
ed in the kindest manner, and soon acquired their language. 

My father kept a large herd of sheep,and it fell to my lot to herd 
the sheep. During this time I fell inte many foolish habits, and not 
untill we got rid of the sheep, and T changed. oocupations, did I real- 
ize that I had made covenants with the Lord to serve him. 

During the winter before mentioned a general reformation took place 
in all the Church. All were ealled to renew their covenants by re~-bap- 
tiem, after having made all their wrongs right. I took the spirit of 
it and at the renewal of my Covenants,by baptism, I recieved an abid- 
ing testimony of the truth of the batter Day work. Jan. 1456,1 was 

, under the hands of Bishop 
ordained a teacher 'SE2EHSZESAUNZELXENE Erastus Bingham,and set 
to "labor which I greatly enjoyed. At the fall Conference of 1855, 
my father was set apart to the office of Patriarch,and soon began to 
officiate in this high calling. About this time he entered the Pat- 
riacharchal order of marriage. Me married Esther Ann66S6, and Mary 


Me Murry. 


I will say here ah MEN ap that I was born of goodly parents, 
and taught in the way of the Lord. In their latter days,when they be- 
eame aged and helpless, they lived with us to the end of their days, 
which occoured in Oxford, Laaho, Mother Philomena Smith bake died 
March 20.1573. Father,James “ake passed away Oct. 7.1874, Thus paseed 
two vetrans whose example we would do well to imitate. Amidat all the 
varied trials of a checkered life, they were eften heard to say that 
neither had recieved a cross word from the other. They left a name 
and a fame that time cannot eface. Their virtues will be lauded thro- 
ugh all time by a posterity that today almost amounts to a nation. 
Peace to their soul's. May on be prepared to meet them. | 

William Baily Lake was to me more as a father than a brother for 
which I was much attatched to him. He was called in the spring of 1856 | 
to take a mission to the Salmon River, among the Indiane, when the 
Lamanites turned on the missionaries and killed three of them, my 
brother being one of those killed. March 31.1858. He died a myrtr, 
and left a name a fame that few are worth to have. He left three 
wives and four children. He was buried in North Ogden, Utah. 

Sister Samantha died at Savoy Valley, New Mexico,of emallpox. 
Barnabas died a faithful saint June 18, 1893,at Logan Utah. I will 
now take up the thread of my somewhat checkered history. In the faal 
of 1557 I was ordained an Seventy under the hands of the president 
of the 53 Quorum,with Joseph Taylor mouth, and was enrolled in that 
quorum, I attended my meetings promptly, and sought to honor my 
Calling. | } 

In the fall of 1857, I went back to the plains to meet the emigr- 
ating Sainte, and help them into the Valley..I worked hard to build 


canals canyon roads, bridges, and dams. 


“Jo a 
Th the fall of 1354 1 enlisted to es meet Johnson's Army, which was 


‘weppeses to be marching down Echo Canyon,and from there to Sait Lake 
“Valley. It seemed that their intent wae to mob and destroy the Saints 

as they had done before. 
Although my legs were still ewollen with rhumatiem,and I s$i11 suf- 
- alee deena pain, yet 1 went on the first march with my reg- 
“dment, and always filled my place without 2 surmer, I often waded in 
gnow kneedeep. I remained six weeks, in which time peace wae declared, 
gna I returned home. I was again called to go to host Creek near Echo 
Canyon to watch the mover of the enemy, &s we had Little yenbidvaes 
in their promises, Mere I remained for two weeks. 

During our ecampeien we had taken fifty prisoners from the U.S.Army. 

I wae sent rith my company of fifty men under 4ajor Monroe, as an 
escort to return them beyond the confines of our teritory, some 150 
miles. On our return we found to our surprise that the Sainte had 
moved south and a rear guard had been chosen to guard the property. 


If nessary they were to burn all our posseseions. I was one of this 


100 who remained untill Fall, doing the cooking for the staff officers, 


or from ten to twenty in number. 
When all wae settled, the Saints returned home,and I wae released 
from the detail. 7 

I went south as far as Spanieh Fork and moved father's family 
back to Ogden. It took two trips with our teams. 

Tt will here relate the prayer of a zealous bey, When the order 
came that we were to abandon, once again: all our earthly possessions, 
I knelt uoon my groging wheat, and in the fervor of a boytsh heart, 
pleaded with the Lord to cause my field to plight, or otherwise fail 
to bring forth it's fruit as it wae about to fil into the hands of 
the enemy. The answer wae that in the fall I harvested near 300 bush- 


ele of fine wheat--double what I had ever raised, from the same 
sowing, and without rain or irregation. 


/ f 


Thus we see thet the Lord has his. own way of answering our prayers, | 


as we are unable to comprehand, the future. 

The teritory was given Military organization,and I was placed in 
the Minute Company. I was ordered to fit up well,and in un ivoras 
with proper provieione,and ready to mount at a moments notice, All 
feared an attempt by the U.S.Army to renew the Nauvoo tradegy. The 
arny was still quarééred aome sixty miles Sonth of Salt Lake City. 

My uniform cost me over % 480,00, and I took pride in an next. 
and had enjoyed my drill ever since I was enrolled in the wooden gun 
and paper cay in Nauvoo. 

T made a number of trivs with my company into the mountains to 
hunt out hostile Indians. Fortunately I never had to shoot at one, 
and was never fired upon. | 

In time war broke out in the east, and the army was called back to. 
steady the throne upon which Pres. hincoln eat. Hence we had nothing | 
to but beat our swords into plow shares, and our spears into pruning 
hooks. — 7 

On the 13, day of May, 1960, I married Louise Ann GarnereLake, the 
widow of my late brother William “sity, and daughter of David Garner 
and Dolly Duffey. She bore me eight children. fc 


1.O0live ann, born May 13, 1961. She wae baptized by Charles A. 
Foster and confirmed by Daniel 38. Rawson, Sept.5.1969. 


ge James Baily,born Oct. 1%. 1862, died Yan.wo,1863. 
3- Erma Jane,born Jan,3let, 1264,died March 5, 1464. 


4 Chancy William,born April 17, 1567, Baptized and confirmed by 
George Lake, 1473. 


5- David Edmond,born May 17, 1367, Baptizedand confirmed by 
George Lake, 1875. 


6- Rachel Loiega,born March 25, 1869,baptized and confirmed 1477. 
Died, 1536. 


7- eoree Ephriam, Born July 1%, 1872, -died Jan. 1475. 
&- Hyrum, born Sept.17, 1874, Wae baptized and confirmed. 


Qe 
former six were born: at Maxiteyitie and the two latter w 
| at | ord, idaho.dames *aily died at Rarrizviile ,and was buried i as 
Ord en. ag Ephriem died at niet eaues pend peennt "Loules. died and was 
xro 


verted: at zd, Idaho. 

Tn the fell of 1861, e recieved an invitation from President Young 
se come to Sait bake and recieve my endowments, which I accepted, and 
had my wife Louisa sealed to my brother--her first husband, and I 
acted as proxy. (Sealed to. William Saily bake). 

_ This over, Pres.Young called to me. I went to him as he sat on a 
lounge. He saw my condition; that I had no wife that I could ell ay 
‘own after this life. Hence he sought to comfort me. He said "you 
have done yehk duty my boy, and your reward ehall be eventex than as 
though this woman were your own wife, Go to now, and in two weeks 
pe here with two more for yourself." 

r pleaded for a little more time as I wished to make a wise choice, 
80 as not to have to trouble him for a divorce. This he thought would 
Me a rood plan, but saud not to delay. 

Henee on the “th.of October 1862, I took to wife, Sarah Jane Hill, 
daughter of Richard Hill and Rhoda Wheeler, born in @ade Co, Miseouri, 
Feb. 16,1631,*-, baptized by George W. Hill, in 1853. The marriage 
eexencey was performed by Pree. Daniel H. Wells, Pree Young took me 
by the hand and said, ‘Well Gone Geeere, fo on doing well.* 

) Auge 7, 1967 my father recieved an invitation to bring his sons - and 


He ol in law, - recieve their, full annointings which recieved Aug.9. 
1467 . 


Sarsh Jane Hill bore me 13 children.. 
~ George Jr,. born Set, 1 86% at Harrisville, Weber Co Utah. Blessed 
: 7 tall n Shurtiaff i n dees "hedaiand teacher by George bL Sr. 
1874. “Reeieved the High GS aseuoes and had his peed ie Apr. 1879 


2, dames Richard, born March 19,1865,at Marrieville,Utah. Blessed by 
Mark Hall, paptized by George Lake, Srat. S-years of age. 


3- Rhode “Yane,born Nov. 20,1866. Blessed by James “ake, Baptized and 
Confirmed by George ake at eight years of age. 


~AQ@ 
Esther Ann, born March 3rd. 1968,at Nerrisville, Blessed by George 
Lake at eight days old. Died at bxford, she repborn, Oet. 5.1374. 
5. Sarah Ellen, born duly 29,1872. Blessed by Seorge Lake at eight days | 
of awe. Died at Oxford, where born, Sct.4.1374. : 


6. Josevh Alvin, born at Oxford Idaho. Nov. #0, 1875. Bleseed by George 
rake at eight days of are.Died Nov. §.1876. Baptised at S, by Yeorge 
ake. 


7. Marvey,born at Oxford Idsho, Aue.2.1475,*-,blessed by Seorce Lake 
at eight days of age. Died Nov. 2,1876. 


S-Clara, born +See se be fo es City, Arizona. ®leesed at eight 
days old by George Lake. Died March 1.1479. 


9. Barnabas, born,Apr. 10, 1830,at Brigham City, Arizona, Blessed at 
eight days by George Lake. Died at Casea Grandes, exico, Feb. 7.1887.) 
3 i 
10+ Senjamine Franklin, Born at Forest Dale, Arizona,Jan. 25.1982. — 
Blessed at Sdaye by George Lake Sr. Baptized by Freda ¥. Jones. 
Confirmed by “eorge Lake, Jan. 25,1590. Ordained an Elder while 
supposed to be on his death bed, but soon recovered. . 


Ll. Alonzo born,at Sulphur Springs Valley, Arizona, April 24. 1933. 
Blessed by George “ake at eight gays old. Baptized by Fred ¥. 
Jones. Confirmed by Georgve “ake at eight yeare of are. Ror 

12. Lydia Catherine born Oct. 4 1455, Bleesed by George Lake at &days 
old. Died Oct. 25. 1885, at St David,where born, 


13. 8yrus,born dan 29,1547,at Cassa Grandes, Mexico. (Interlined in ink|| 
Blessed at S-daye by Georve Lake. Died July 29th.1487,at Grandes 
lexico. . 


In the spring of 1265, I was choeen Sunday School. Supt,which positic 
I held untill April 1869, takine sreat pleasure in my labors.In the 
epring of 1866,the Harrisville ward was reorganized. Yaniel B. Rawson 
was chosen Bishop. George Lake and Joseph Taylor Couneilers. Out lab- 
ore in the “riests hood were labors of love. A greater union could 
not exist among men then we enjoyed. Under our hands the sick were re- 
etored, and devils cast out, so great was the power of union. | 


| Qn the 7,of Dee, I took to wife{186%)Mary Edd Foster,Daniel H, fells 

officiating. She was the daughter of Charles Foster, (or Faster) ,and 
llary R? Hinkle, born at Ogden,Utah, July 4.1952. Baptized by Aremagead 
Moffett. Ue to date she has born me 10 children. 


1+ Philomelia, born at Oxford Idaho _Aug,14,1374. Blessed by George 
‘Lake at elght d aye of age. Married William ¥, dones, Sept.3. 1292. 


2. Samuel “eorge, born July 12, 1876, at Obed Arizona. Blessed by 
George Lake at eight days old. Baptized March 1485 by enry Horne, 
Confizmusé by T.A-Blain, ii. 


. ; -1l- : 

3. Moront Charles, born Dec, I4, 1877, Blessed » Charlee A F 

at &days of age. Baptized ’y Warnest Taylor: Bis pb by Seauce dou 
dune 1,187. Was born at Brigham City, Arizona and died at Casa 
Grandes, April 21, 1888, by eating polson persnips. 

Bi! | at Srigham City,Arizona,Blessed b 

4, ph pane A Age dat ot edb Pat 9 earn ig Earnest Taylor; 084% / 
SILMBIZNF Geors ake Saesz CL Nov. 6, 1 : i 
George Laké, June 4,1847. aca 


5. Jacob Alma, born at Brigham City, arizone, June 6. 182 Blessed 
| by George fake Oot.25.1882, Died’Jan 25,1887,at Casas Sinise hen, 


6. Mary Ellen, born Jan 24, 1983, at Forest Dale, Arizona. Blessed 
at eight days by George Lake. Baptized April 4, 1891, by Frea W. 
Jones, Confirmed by George Patton. 


7. Sabra, born Des, 4, 188%. Blessed Dec. 19, 1885. Died where » 
at Casas Grandes “6x, Feb.9.1887 dane: ee ee 


&. Willard born Sept. 15,1487, at Casas Grandes, Mex. Blessed by 
George Lake at eleht days old. 3 


9. Ida May, born Dec. 4,1490,at Casas Grandes, Mex., Blessed. by 
George Lake Feb. 5,1490. 


10. Nephi, born March 1893. It being deformed, I named and ba@eced it 
and aeked the Lord to release ite spirit and in a few moments 
the Lord had called it home. 


At the April Conference of 1269 I was called to take a mission to 
England. Hence I set about arranging my affaire for a start,and on 
the 20th of the month I took lesve of Father, mother, wives, and 
ehildren and friends for my field of labor. 


Tender were the seenes of parting, but my trust was in the Lord. I 
besought Him to bear me up, which he did. f left my blessing with my 

family and made my way to the Ogden depot, well fitted for the trip, 

as I had one dollar contributed;that by a brother Richard Brown. 


| This with what little I could borrow, bought my ticket for New York, 
in corpeny with 2iders Orson Pratt, George W. Gras, George Therman, and 
Granville Gillett. 


_ Many of my friends went with me to the station, and bid me God 

| speed, and a safe return home, “Ye set out near the setting of the sun, 
‘for my first ride on the cars. Card playing and drinking seemed to 
be all the so on the train among the passengers. 


While some of the Bldere took a hand with them 1 sat in deep egud 
nd wondered what future would be. I gourht to a ach Elder *ratt 
tr icurexsation, but he was closed up like a clam eheli, £0 t decide 
“he was thinking on astronomy,and hence 


was soaring the etuety worlds on high, so I had to resort to my 


pocket bible for pass time. I realized I might need its, contents befor) 


I returned. I also meditated much on the “ore predictions of Pres.| 
Woodruff as he set me aprt. for my mission. 
Time passed, and we arrived in the busy city of New York, barge 
cities were new to me, and while I was gazing at the wonderful works 
of man, I would bunt up against a lawp post or telegragh pole. That 

would cause me to reflect where I wae,and whence I was bound. 

Om the end of ey I secured my pasaage aboard eteamehip City. of Pa 
Captain Canada commandine. Accompanied by one sider Larsen, bound for | 
denmark, we started under a fine. breez, and with high glee, for liver~ 
pool. Soon the. face of mature wae changed by. our encountering a rough 
broken sca. I soon began lsaning over the railing donating my supper 
the fish. The crew were rough hardened set of sinners, yet when the 
white eapped waves began to lash over the top of our ship,and occasion} 
ally leave us buried in the green deep, they would get.down among the 
floating boxes and barrells that were tossed to and fro by the angry 
waves, and pray to an unknown God. I was asked why I did not pray, 
and my answer was that T had a prayer ahead and now I had-my hands 
full to hold on. Eider Larsen remarked to me that we were in a rough 
crowd, and we would do well not to make ourselves known. My reply wae | 
the+ T had been sent out to publish the gospels, not to hide it. 

Soon however, it was known that two ‘ormon Tlders were on board. — 
I wae challenged to a debate, which I,boy,like,consented to. Arrange- 
ments were made with the judge in the chakr. My oponent, and aged 
minister, took the floor mak ing a baumbastic speech made up of reports 
and newspaper stories, although he was often called back and reminded 
to confine his argument to the bible. In his zeal to win the ears of 
his hearers he would start out again in the same strain,untill he soor 


vot to the bottom of his store of knowledge,and fell back aparently 
quite exhausted. 
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_ When the chairman informed me that it was ay turn, I arose before 
my eurdous audience, dreseed in my homeepm, and feeling extremly weak. 
Et was my first attempt to speak te unbelievers, however my trust was 

not in man, but in the Lord, I began setting forth the first principals 

of the gospel, but my oponent erica out, "ALL that will I admit. Give 

us pologymy.” T accepted of 211 that he gave pé,and then treadted upon 

the Patriarchal order of marriage,and its design,which was too to a 

good advantage, #9 much to that my oponent refused to proceed farther, 

so I bore my testimony to the truth of the batter Day work. From this 

on my oponent shunned me, but many saucht my company, and I had am 

ple opropfunity to teach the gospel to willine listeners. 

From this time I hed many warm friendes,who at the close of the voy- 

age gave me their addresses and asked me to call on them. 

On the morning of the 13th of May, 1 landed in Liverpool. I was over- 
 Joyed to again set foot on terra ferme, for I will aeeure you that 

t would make 2 bad eallor. 

i proceeded to tend Islington, where the hatter Day Sainte office 

sp hecated: : presented my letter of apaointment to Pres. Carrington. 

T sautnves my appointment of labor ag a traveling Elder in the Notting- 

ham Conference, under the Preeidenoy of Louis ™. Shurtliff’. I was kindly 

seelaved at the offtes, especially by Elder George Teasdale,rho was 

Jaboring in the office. I wae instructed by Pres.Carrington that I 
“aed have to purchaee a trotting suit,as it was called. I went to 

the taylors and ordered a eult,which was soon ready and cost me .«5, 

‘and ten shillings, about equal to * 27.50. This took all the cash f 

had but 29-64 equal to 60 wente. | | 

sagTiine, then informed that E outdo aeeesregten f aiae Mie took all 


y funde but 12 cents. I met with a number of Valley Elders,but only 
rol cs I had ever seen--dosiah and Pres. L.W.Shurtliff. On arrival 


-U- she ke 
Great Freeman Street, Nottingham,where the conference was to be held, 


I was informed that I wae now installed in my field of labor. Pres Shuj 
iff informed me that I would have to travel through some twenty bre _ 
anches and break new eround,and hunt my food as beet I could. I accon-| 
panied hree, Shurtliff to a few branches, and wae introduced something 
Like, "my cousin from the country,” infering that they msent expect 
teo much from a plow boy. I eaw at once that the Lord was my only he1p| 
Hence I saucht him in all the fervor of my heart,and was soon assured 
that He was ready @nd willing to help me.hen I spoke to the people 
their hearts were open to hear,and so great was my joy that I could 
not refrein from weeving. | 

I was invited by Pree. Shurtliff to vieit Sister Nalor of Hisong 
who had been afflicted with consumpfion for yearg,and near the end of 
her earthly eareer,so it seemed, She besourht us to administer to her 
the ordenance for the sick. Pres. Shurtleff annointed her with oil, 
after which I was mouth in the sealing the annointing. I was led to 
prophecy that she should be healed, and gather to 4ion,and do work in 
the House of the Lord for herself and her dead. I felt quite sure that 
Pres. Shurtlift did not quite endorse what I had said, but in time all 
wae verified, I took the addrees of the Presidents of the diffirent 
branches, and their time of meeting, and beran to travel among them. 
Their hearst were soon turned to me,and the Lord worked with me with 
siens following, I held many mestings wherever oprotunity offered,in 
public,and in private houses,and in the open air. 
| In a few short weeke Pres. Shurtliff,wase called to preside in Lon- 
don, and I wae called to suceecd him in the Presidency, with Yeorge W. 
Groo,and William Pideoek ae traveling Blders. 

I held this position over one year while great success attended my 
labore, having baptized over one hundred persons, f attended the Con- 
ference at Birmingham and London,and taught the gospel to ten's of 
thoudands both public and private. 


0 ee 
My own family could nih tae been more attatched to me than were 
this people. The conference contsined over $00 “atter Day Sainte, 
most 211 in good stending. I wae here apeointed to the Presidency 
of the Durhem and Newenstle conferencef, with John I Wart, James A. 
- Leshman and Reiph Thompson ae traveling Steexe: 

This conference was badly run down, hence the Miesion President 
sent me to gee if I eovld revive it. Tender were the scenes of parte 
ing with the Sainte at Nottingham. Meny followed me to the eteation 
to eee me off. | 

I arrived in my field of labor at the city of Sunderland, at 1p.m. 
June 7th. 1870. I found the Conference house over = saloon,which was 
filled with drunken rabble. I wae chown to the office by the lady 
bartender,and eoon laid down to reet, being tired after a ride of 
180 miles on a freight train.No sooner had the lichte been turned 
out then the bugs and flear put in their clsime on the new lodger. I 
arose and gought to make o compromise, by letting them have one side 
ef the room and me the other. After adjusting my bed, I once more 
laid down to reet. Soon my predecessor, Eider “eorge Peterson came 
in from which I safterwarde lesrned wae a trip to see the ladfies. 

He hed much to tell me,and I did not ret much reet. The next day 
I was ehown the Conference booke,and introduced to the Saints of the 
Branch. tléer “eorge 0. Noble, and Stephen ‘aylor, traveling "lders 
eame in from 2 tour of the Conference. After vigituoge with them a 
ehort time they a11 went to their fielde of labor,and } was installed 
in my new field of labor. 

Many eca,e to me with all kinds of reports that there were but few 
if any worth Saints in the conference, but I moved cautiously and sa- 


wght to learn for myself,the true condition. I soon gained the conf- 
idence of the faithful, and began to set things in order by trimming 


off the dead branches that encumbered the tree. My help worked with 
me and etrengthened my hands. Three better men could hardly be found. 


ccc TT 
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I attended 2 conference in London at which 22 alley Elders were Pp 2 


eent. Pree. Carrington hae ue mareh tro and tro throught the strects 
to advertise our meetings. Myself and Winslow Farr taking the lead. ) 
‘The former being 6fthin., the letter being Sft. We were all dressed in 
ministers suite of eugerfine bleck,with tall fine etove pipe hats, on 


the thrones on the etreete of the Great Metropolis. 


Many gazed and stood wondering that it wae all about, and as a res-| 


ult we had thousands to hear us. 

While in thie eonference, many were released to return home. lisny 
had snent but ¢ix monthe in the field,while I had spent a year and a 
half. I fully thourht that I would be homeward bound. Sut to my sur- 
prise, another year wae added, while I felt quite submissive. 1 felt 
sure this would canse jealousy, which it did. I returned to my field 
of labor with renewed courage,and was greatly blessed in my loavors. 

The Lord workine with me. I held outdoor meetings. “ented halls,and 
taught the sospel to many thousands, both in public and private. 

The power of God eo rested upon me thet the hirling priesthood wae 
confounded, so much #0,that none dare owpose. Many attended my meete= 
ines with avowed purpose te check mate me, but when they heard my 
testiowny and the impremenable evidence that were aduced they walked 
away in silent meditation. To this day, May 1894,1 look back and revie} 
the manifestations of the power of God, and the convincing of the 
honest, with what joy that is unknown to those who are void of thie ex/ 


perience. Thus passed my time in eweet communion with the lord. 


In June, 1871, the Mission President recieved a special letter from) 


President Brigham Young, requesting my release to return home. About 
this time I attended conference in Bradford and Glasgow Scotland, vis~| 


itine Kiddinbarrow, Loch Loman, Dombarton,Ceaetle, Eddinenoth. In these! 


Places I warned many people, and bore my testimony to the restoration 


of the Ancient gospel, with all it's fruits and blessings,and also of 


the consequences of the rejection of the message. 


who ile 
The time had now arrived to prepare for my homeward journey. Hence: 


; T made my rounds throught the conference, setting apart and ordainipe 
Elders and priests, for the work of the minsitry. I then bade adew to 
the kind friends who had been so liberal in caring for my wants.Tender 
were the seenes of parting, for I had become wo warmly attatched to 
them that it almost seemed like tegrine loose @rom my family. Br John 
Tt. Hart succeeded me in the presidency of the Conference. 

I took with me some forty souls to embark for Zion. When I left my 
field of labor, scores of the Sanits, and many strangere accompanied 
me to the station, to teke a last farewell, Many were the bitter tears 
that were ehed, and it wae hard to tear loose from kind friends, as 
the train moved off with our. little company. We could see the wave of 
the hat or handkerchief untill 211 faded in the distance. 

I haé purchased the tickets and passes for the company, and held 
them in my possession. The tickets were soon called for,and the num 
ber of my company wae more than the number of the tickets.  § kapie tec 
ed that it was the small children that came free, but. he flew into a 
rare and threatened to have the train stooped, and ue sut off.1 tried 
to reason with him, but to no avail. I finally shoved him my ereden~ 
tials as an emigration arent siened by the queen. Thie quieted his 
nervoue system, and he took off hie hat to me. All passed off pleas- 
antly and we soon arrived in Liverpool. 

After caring for the company, I went to the office on 42 Telington 
where I met a kind reeeption from Prese.Carringeton ,and the bretheren 
“ the office. After passing the nisht with them, Pres, Carrington 
expressed his hearty approval of my entire labors on the Mission, 
and placed me in éharge of the entire company, which consisted of 
sone 44 people, with seven returning Elders--M.8.Ship,R.F.Neeli., 
Henry Snell, William L. Payne, Louis Charles Lambert and George Lake. 


ee 

The day following our Soeivax we “epent in securing supplies, and 
arranging for the voyage. When all was in readiness,and we lay in 
the Bay, Pres. Carrington and the bretheren bad us God speed, and 
stepped off on the tugboats, and made their way to shore, lavingg our 
steamer "Idaho" under full steam and sails unfurled. 

Thue ended my pleasant mission to the 61d World. I bapyized over 
200 souls,and warned many thousands of what God was about to do in | 
the latter days--to gather His elect from whence they were scattered, 
He would then visit the nations with fére and sword, pestelence of 
every kind, untill they would yeild to his rule. 

Thus passed the moet pleasant part of my life, inwhich © had bee 
come schooled in the gospel of peace.I can truly say as the ancient 
Eldere said to their Lord,That I lacked nothing, and the devils were 
subject to pe. 

We were favored with our share of seasicknese,in whieh I took my 
share both going and coming. Our time wae oceuvied in makine the Saint 
comfortable.Towards the cloee of our voyaee,rhich lasted eleven 
days,the emallpox broke out amone our comeany,and we were pleced 
under quarentinep and left at. anchor in Hudson Bay, New York. 

One Sunday as we. were lying at anchor ,the Captain came to me and of] 
fored his quartere to hold a meeting,We accented,and 911 the parsen= 
gers attended,which was about 900 vpeople.*lder Ship and myself 
spoke,and seemed to make a good impression. Our music sounded lovely 
on the water, as we had a nice choir and band, Monday the doctore 
came on board,to vacinate all on board, havine them a body of »olice. 
The foreman came to me and ssid that he understood that there wae. 
order on board,and that our compeny was ready to conform to the wishe 
es of their leaders. This was a thine much to be dreaded, ae many had 


become eaneeent, and some had died by having imoure water thrown into 


their blood. ence { called together our company,and made known to 


them what wae required of us.All seemed adverse to this 
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_ T told them the Lord and His servants required us to obey the law 
of the land, and if they would yeild 40 the demand and trust in God I 
a would promis them in the name if the Lord that it would not even work 
on them, A11 took me at my word,believine that it was the word éf the 
| Lord, and i will heye say that I never did hear of it taking effect on 


any of them. 
Thie wae all over in lese than two hours,althourh meny of the other 


| pascengers had to be forced into submission. Not even the ship Capta~ 
in was exempt, but I walked up to them,after passing my cntire company, 
they took off their hats to me and bade me pass without removine my 
coat. (To thie point this record has been typewritten. It has been co 
pied with ite spelling and punctuation as it came to my hande.From 
thie point the record is hand written, printed with pen and ink.") 
We then moved up to Castile Garden and quartered for the nicht. 
I arranged for the custom officers to pase our lugeame, which they did 
without any delay. They hardly opened 2 bom or parcel, All wae mare 
ed and paeeed onto the cars in short order. Here IT bade adiue to 
the Sainte,and made my arrangements to take train for Canada, te fill 
a short mission to that country by appointment of Pres. Young. 

_ After spending a short time in the grand City of Ner York, visite 
ine with Eléer W.M. Stains, and Aeowtie Jonn Taylor, I took train for 
_ Rochester, There Tf emberked on a etenmer for Rochester-Fingston. 

After passing 5 rough nieht on bake Ontario, I arrived in Kineston 
in early morning. I then got free pasesge on a freight car to the 
home of my uncle Dennis Lucas, 2 half prother to my father. I travel- 
ed about 30 miles, and arrived at the home at 1OA.M, I found the old 
gentleman hivine a stand of bees. | , 

In his general appearance he was the Model of my father. He was 97*- 
years old, yet bright and active, I made myself known as the young- 
est Son of his brother James whereon he fastened his hands in my 
beard which, by the way was, was about sixteen inches long, and in 


nice condition, with a mustache that would turn nicely around my ears, 


He looked me in the face, surrounded with his numerous family,while 
he asked the following questione."Is Jim still a mormon?I answered yes! 
He had reference to my father. I have been in England on a méesion". | 
at this he loosed his hold on me,and we were invited into the house. 
Here he beean a bitter harang against the Mormons. After he had bele 
ched forth the venom that had been long accumulating in his heart.TI 
asked the liberty to reply.When this was granted I took the floorand 
soon had the attention of my hearers while 1 gave an account of the 
restoration of the gospel, and bore testimony of thé divine miscion 
of Joceph Smith, which brought tears to the eyes of all present. 

At the close all was silent, The old gentleman stated that he had 
heard Briecham,and Joseph Young,and othere of our leaders, but never 
did he hear it as I explained it. After staying the night with them 
the oldest son of the family took me in his carriace to the home of 
my brother Yames, and sister Julia. They recieved me with warmth of 
a brother. These were two of my fathers children by his Second wife, 
who died while they were young, and my father gave them to hés sister 
Margaret Madeon. Her husband had died,and she was still living with 
theee two adowted children,she being childlees and 60 yeare old. 

ily brother and sister were aged people,and neither had ever marre- 
ied, althouch reveling in wealth. After a pleasant visit with them, 

I visited with the husband of my fathers sisters, Mary Miller,wshe 
having died recently, and left a large family and an aged husband.. 

I wae recieved very kindly. I then visited the old homestead of 
my fatherp built by the hands of Brigham Young, about the year 1425. 
It wae etill in a good state of preservation. 

Strange were the reflections as I walked over the farm that ay 
father had cleared of its heavy growth of timber so many years ago. 
6n this farm he lost hie lege by the eut of an ax. 
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From here I visited Uneles, Aunts,and cousins,and then went to 
Cold Springs to visit my Mother's daughter,Esther Ronview,who had a 
“nice family. I was kindly recleved. Mer husband took myself and apor- 
tion of his family, in @ carriage to visit some cousins and other rele 
- atives. I had a pleasant time, but found them quite set against the | 
gospel. I next visited the house of my brother Dennis.This brother 
wae one of the early Zldere of the church,and was greatly favored of 
the Lord, with gifte and blessings of the gospel.He helped to haul 
the woch and other material for the Kirtland * comple, and was one of 
Zione Camp, but through the influence of apostates,he fell from the 
faith,and returned to Canada. When I found him in 1871,he'd reared 
his family in the secretarian faith. His wife was an invalid,having 
been confined to her bed for years. She was once a live member of the 
Church, and enjoyed the gifts and blessings of the gospel. 

Great was their surprise at secing me; they laughed and cried at 
the seme time.After the first gush was over and dinner had been ser- 
ved, the bible was placed on the table,and two sons who had been sd= 
uented for the ministry, invited me to an investigation of my mistake, 
in having embraecd so unpopular a religion as the Mormons. 

They pledged themselves to stay with the Sible,yet they were like 
all others. They would fly to News peper reports, stories and novels 
for their proof. I held them to the text as near ae 4 could and bore 
a faithful testimony of the truth of the restoration of the gospels, 
and the mieeion of Joseph Smith. 

After I felt that I had done all 1 could,I bade them adieu and 
returned to the city of New York. I had warned some hundreds and felt 
that I had done all T'eould to get them to see the truth as God 
had revealed it to the earth. : 

On arriving at New York I met Elder Mamilton G. Parker of Sait Lake 
City with a company of Sainte enrout for Utah. I joined them and soon 


set out for my home in the far Weet,where T arrived Aue. 5.1871 


Ja a . ) 
The joy of meeting loved ones, and old time friends can better be 


imagined than described. My aged Father and Mother were almost overcome — 
with joy at meeting me. My little babies, one of which was only two 


weeks old when I left, now ran to meet ye with the precious throng 


ealling "Pa". 
After meeting and embrasing my friende and resting for a day or two 


I went to Sait Lake where I was welcomed home by Pres, Young, George 
A. Smith,and others, who all expressed themselves as being highly ple- | 
ased with my labors. om 

I attended the General Conference in the fall.Owing to my long abe 
sence,and the visitation of graeshoppers,my family had high eonsumed 
all my means,hence the firet thing was to prepare to sustain my family. | 

Through the advice of Pres “eorge A? Smith, [ sold out and moved to 
eache Yalley,at Oxford Idaho, where it appeared that I would at least 
be secluded from public life for a time and have nothing to: do but 
eare for my family. I purchased and built houses,planted a crop, 

Only a few days elapsed untill I was called to be bichop of the Oxford 
ward,which greatly added to my numereous cares and responcibilities. 

At the reorganization there was much opposition shown. Both in my 
predecessors as well as many of the people. Althourh I wae an entire 
stranger to the most of them, some few voted against me,while others 
stood nutfral. 

Thue I was left to work with the feeling of division,and set in 
order,the ward as best I could. I requested 211 who felt so disposed 
to renew their covenants by beptiem,which most of the ward axcepted 
and soon & general good feeling wae built up, while the opposit 
party grew more bitter. 

My finaneial condition forced me to labor very hard, however I was 


ereatly favored of the Lord. My way was ovened to obtain the comforts 
of life for my family. 


: _e 

| ih built houses, openca ‘up a new y farm,and the first year raised 600 
bushele of wheat and other produce, During bhis time I taught the gos- 
pel te a Mr i. Gpewo Growell, and @ Mr Rasdar, two good honest men and 
soon baptized them. The former soon beame a prominent bichoe and igs 
now,1294 an exile in Mexico for obeying the higher lave of God. 

Here I buried my aged father and mother and four of my children. 
At the fall election, 1672, { was elected to the office of esclectman 
in the County of Onida,Teritory of Idaho. The County seat was at 
lla lad Idaho. I served in this office for two years,and wae again eleod 
ted in 1374, but through fraud our people lost the election. The en- 
emy was etrong and a@ spirit to rob us of our riehte beran to show 
itself, Soon Indictments for poligamy were got ageinst the leading 
 eitigene of our county. Sishop Lorenzo “eteh of Franklin was arrested, 
and tried, but was acquitted for lack of evidence. Others were hound- 
ed from place to place. About this time bishop William Pratt was rem- 
oeved from the office of Bishop in Clifton ward, and it was annexed to 
the Oxford ware. And I wae called to be bishop of both of the wards. 

At thie time the warde in Zion rere organized into the united Order, 
gnd ell were reauired to be baptized into the united Order, #iéaxarz 
-t proceeded to baptize the people, the moet of whome came forward and 
were baptized. i wae elected to be preeident of the order, and aaught 
‘to organize and start it to work. It soon became aparent that the 
U.S, Marshalls wore in seareh of me. So anxious rere they to capture 
me they searched my houses and even peered under the beds in hopse 
of find ing me, This etete of thines continued to grow worse,and my 
| health and eafety became unindurable, having to camp out on the newat- 
ain or wherever I could for my own safety. At length I made my way 
to Logan to confer with Pres. Brisham Young, Jr.and Bp. Preston. They 
held a council in which it was thought advisable for me to go to 
Salt Lake City and see Pres. Young,and so be advised in the matter. 
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This required great baenracis I be surprised and taken. I was aske | — 
edat thie council who I could reccomend to fill my place a8 Bishop, 
and I reccomended Harvey Dixon, my nephew,who wae soon appointed to” 
take my piace. He too,s0on had to flee to other parts for safety, ey 
he had broken the lawe of man by obeying the lawe of God. | | 

At the conclusion of the council a» brother Nesbétt,who wee in the 

 goune1l with us and hed charge of the R.R.Train runnine to Ogden, 
leavine in the night, hence it was decided that b.P.Gordon and myself 14 
should store avay in a little box car marked Porke-Osden Freight. | 

Thies was soon done, Sere we remained for trenty four hours. 

Brother Nesbitt set ue at liberty after dark. We made our rey to 
the houee of Brother Norace Traey, a brother-in-law of mine, 

After an early breakfaet we retired to the thicket like an owl. 

The Marehalle followed cloge on our tracks. We crossed over the 
Weber river in the evening, and were kindly entertained by Biehop ) 
John L. Mert. The folloring nicht Bichor Hart took ue to Keyesville 
by team,where we etoyed with William Gelbraith. The folloring evening 

| we mounted an enein run by Elder Yeorre Cyrater, which Was arranged 
by Bp, Christopher Layton. 

We woon landed in Salt Lake City. On nearing the station the train 
Slacked up, and we got off, and made our way to the home of Lorenzo | 
Youne, There we were kindly cared for, Fere my wife Mary Joined me, 

Z#8 having been sent to me by the kindnese of Pree, Brieham Younr, dr. 
and Bp. Preston. Sh 

Brother Lorenzo Youne informed hie brother Brigham of our condite 


ion. The President sent . , . 
sent to me to be at his office at 7.P-M. the fol- 
lowine evening. Havine been conducted throurh the back yard,by Sro 


Lorenzo, we entered the back door of Pres. Young's office, Here we 
found the Pres, and most of the twelve Apostles, and other prominent 
Bishops and Eldere, After the President had told them of my condition 


he turned to me and said; “Brother George dont feel badly because of 


your condition--I have suffered Nearly forty years of this, 
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The council then in seseion took into conecideration the settling of 
the far South Arizona, The President enid," We will form a line of 
Settlements le-ding into South America, and (but) this shall be the 
stepping stone. A vote was called,which was unanimous, 
The President: turned to me and saids;S8rother George, you have just 
come in time. Ye want you in the South." I was isstructed to move 
on te Kanab, the settlement fartherest South, the next day. 
1 moved on adéompaniod dy Louis Phillis Corden,and Elijah Steer, 
and Sabisea Lb. Young. The tro former having been driven from their 


homes for obeying the lar of God, 
Brother Cordon,having a part of hie family with him, Bro, Lorenzo 


dD. Young and othere bade us adieu and we moved off. On arriving at 
Lgihi, I met Be.Loronzo M. Hatch of Franklin, Cache County. He felt 
that it was quite unsafe for us to travel with a wagon, and secured 
ue 2 pony and saddle. I left the company and traveled around Utah 
Lake,end patsed throueh Goghen, a new settlement at the head of the 
lake.. I was kindly entertained by the Bishon and others of this place. 
I met my company at Monia, a new settlement six miles from Nephi, 
Jus County. — | 
| 1. ©.dienataries had followed me to this voint, put lost me here. 
We arrived eat Utah “ake at nieht, and met a kind reception at the 
hands of Bishop Grover, and Srother Goldsbraw. From this point re 
traveled in peace. The roads vere almost impassable. In passing the 
., wim of the Great Canon the snow was from three to nine feet deep, 
but throurh the kindness of Bp, Howard G. Spencer, whojoined us with 
a team,we got throurh safe end arrived in Longe Valley, twenty miles 
from Xaneab. Mere we found my sister Lydia and her family who bad us 
a hearty weleom, Bere we rested for a time;visited Orderville and 
Carmel. Here the United Order had been started. 39.S:pencer presiding. | 
We were old friends, having labored together in London, tngland. 


a ............._ 
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He took me around ‘through the settlements to preneh the quest: 

We had a very enjoyable time. Here I recieved a telegram from Pres. 
Young as-follows; "Zlder George lake, you have been appointed to take 
charge of the Northern division of the Arizona Mission, comprising — 
those from Cache, Box Elder, and other Count fee.Further I would soon 
secure a list of their names and outfit." 

This came in book fora, Containing a list of 6% men, 17women, and 
four or five children,with teams, wagons, milk COWS, provisions, tools 
ete. 200. Hundred men had been called, Lot Smith was to have charge of 
20 from Sait Lake,and Davis County, Jesse Ballinger and William C 
Allen 50 each from north of Salt Lake. 

Soon the companies began to flow into the Long Valley . I went back 
with a number of Bretheren who voluntes ered from none Valley to help 
the Bretheren over the rim of the basin. 3 

I was at the time suffering severly with a lame back,which at times 
almost disablec me, At about the first of 176 we broke ¢amp and be= 
gan to move On, We organised our Company inte tens and fifties. 

The road ‘ae heavy through sand, md, sometimes snow,and had to 
bases the big Colorado River, The son of Warren Jones was ferriman, 

| and not an accident happened, but all passed off pleasantly. 

After passing the companies up the dugways and out of the box of 
the river which was nearly two miles and very steep and was winding. 
We made camp near Moin Cosy.Where Elder James 5S. Brown,and a company 
of twelve or fifteen men, missionaries to the Indians, had their quar- 
ters. Here Lot Smith, William C. Allen and myself left the company 
and went on in search of locations for our companies, We had been 
inetructed to locate near Sunset Crossing and we arrived here about. 


the @2 of Merch. The country was barren and forbidding. 


Here we located by some nice ¢ool springs, called the place Obed, 
signifying Serving God. 


iin ne ar 
i Captain Allen located three miles above on the opposite side of 
the River, (bittle Colerado) Capt Smith, and Bolienger located at or 
“near Sun Set Crossing. Smith on the North and Ballenger on the south. 
Now we all began in erneet to build in fort form, and some in 
stockade. We at Obed built a rood substantial wood enclosure of 
about 4 acre of land. our houses were mostly rock inside the wood fort. 
Captain Allen's Company Joined with my company in building s dam | 
‘sone 34 miles up the river, to etore water for irregating our crops. 
This coset in labor, about $3000.00 dollars. We then plowed and blaste 
ed « @hash about three miles lone. Thue we felt secure for our crops. 
We planted about 100 acres of ground. ily company, made up mostly of 
- Anexperienced men,raised in agparent ease, beran to get homesick, 
and a spirit of insubordination besan to be manifest. 

_ About the midele of June Pres. Daniel H. Wells, Srigham Young,Sy. 
Erastus Snow, L.H. Hateh and othere visited us. They inspected our 
dam and our work generally, and pronounced it eood,and bade us Godspeed. 

Some evil degiening persons, thinking to break up the mission put 
Croton oli in the food, thinking to dose the vielting men, thinking 
they would decide the country was unhealthy, ond break up the mission. 
Sinee eweryone dined at the same table, they were sure the visitors 
would not be missed. The party failed to arrive in time for dinner, 

and dined at the Allen Camp, Many of the women and children were very 

sick from the food. It alnost took some of their lives. Through a 
‘merciful providence the leaders were epared, No lives were lost, but 
‘not without suffering the panes of death. 

‘Seon there came a heavy flood down the river and ewept our dam out 

and thus blighted our hopes of raieing a erop. Many decided this would 
end the mission,and tovk un the line of march for home, leaving us 
only nine men to aid in establishing the mission, and the United 


Order as we had been instructed. 


~2fe 
Nothing daunted we built another @am and ditch farther down the 


river and raised a partial crop. 
entire’ 

During thie time our'settlement was visited with Malaria fever. 
Henee I was inetructed to abandon the settlement, and join the other 
camps, who too, by this time had been nearly deserted, by thore dese 
ertine the mission. I took such at would go with me end joined Cant 
Ballengere camp. My wife Mary and her two email children, Philomelia 
and Samuel G. shaking with aeue, which hung on for months, nearly 
teking our lives. | 

About this time Bro. John ¥. Youne visited our settlement and 
orreanized ue into a Stake of Zion. Lot Smith was eealled tof¢he 
president. Lorenzo Match first, and Jacob Mamblin second ecuncilers 
Georce Lake to be bishon of Brigham City, (Ballengers came), with 
Jefferson Macus tnd fosneias councilors. 

Here we were all in the United Order, sittine at one, and held 
211 thine common, We had many evidences that the Lora wee with us, 
while we were strugzline to work in this order. There wae mich oppo- 
sition and rideeule from mony in these days of peace and joy. 

President “oodruff came to dewll with us for awhile, he too bee 
ing in exile for pologiapy. Me called me on a short mission to the 
Verdi Country. Me had heard that there were a number wishine to have 
a vieit from some of our Elders. Thies miseion I #illed, preaching a 
number of times,and vieiting many. Many believed, ané T banticed four 
persons. I was again sent to the Capitol at Prescott, on business, 
Twas recieved with great kindness by Gov. John C. Freeman, and Steff, 


{ dined with them, attended to-the businese, and returned home. I 


met a hearty welcome from Pree, “oodruff and the Saints, who apvrore 
ed what I had accomalished. 


I was sent to represent the Democratic party in a Democratic Cone 
vention held at Pheonix on Salt 


; 
River. lly egpences were paid by the 
Hon. HugoRichard, candidate for ‘epresentative in Congress. I went to 


MS went to Preecott by etage and from there to Pheonix by stage. 
| Mr Riehards was defeated, and mr Grant Cung waesent. This occnured 
in July, and the extreme heat eo overcame me that I returned sick and 
game near losing my life. After six weeks of sexera sickness,I was 
restored in & mirraculas manner by the power of Gods priesthood, 
After eix years in the order and laboring with all my powers of 
foul and body, to make a success of it. It wae at laet dissolved, each 
of the remaining few taking out scarsely their casital stock,and the 
balance was turned to the Church for the building of Temples. Bider 
Erastus Snow wae appointed reciever of the property, amounting to $4000 
or © 10,000,dollars. I was the last to withdraw from the order, and 
there was little available means left. I recieved about { 3000.00, 
It was fali,I had a numerous family, and I knew not where to go. While 
journeying with part of my family to seek a home,we and others, were 
eoralled by Apachde Indians,and lay in a stockade for nearly a week 
not knowing what.moment we would be attacked, quite a number of people 
who were going to the Gila Hiver country,where I had started, were f 
surprised and slain, Among the number was a Wr Menderson. Several 
others were murdered, and their bodies burned. Thus by the interference 
of a kind providence, Was myself and my family preserved. I had prev-~ 
dously moved a part of my family to the Gila Country. In my absence 
| they were stricken with Malaria, or (Ague). I resolved to move them 
back to the Mocelleon Mountains, a more healthy region, Althoueh I 
_. had been aypointed Probate Judee by Gov. Fremont, and had organized 
the new County of Graham,and installed all the other officers and 


accepted their bonds, I still resigned the position and went and re- 
moved a portion of my family back while i teft the rest of my family 
at the home of Edmund Fliesrorth I had a tedious and venturesom jour- 


ney, but finally got my family together and settled in Forrest Dele, 
with about twenty other families. — | 


~30~ | 

This vas 2 lovely little valley. Here I built houses, coralls, $e 
fenced a farm, and in the spring of 1283, 1 [ planted a good field of 
corn and did a vast amount of labor. The Lord greatly blessed us in 
our erpos. Almost the entire weople hadé just emerged from the Un. 
Ordexjand withall were quite destitute. After gathering our corn, Fd 
went to a U.S.Military Post and contracted to deliver, by Jan. 1st 
19%, 250,000,bbs(lbs) of corn,which I filled. The people turned in 
ali their surplus corn on my contract,at the same price I was retting 
Seon-the government. I drew the cash and turned over every dollar dus 
the bretheren. it 
This was a wrest help to theee poor people. About this time the evil 
one began to stir up the Indian Agent,and others, among the most pro- 
minent was a Yr Coole who had married an Indian Squaw, and was said 
to have killed one for fear of the law against Plural marriage. SY iz 
said that, aided by Pres. Jesse H. Smith,they got this place #6€ off 
from an Indian resservation. 

The Indiens protested against us being removed, but all to no pure 
pore. We were carried off, not even allowed to take out our windows. 
The first of April being set as the date to be removed, with heavy 
heart I loaded up and etarted over the mountains to the South, not 
knowing where I would find rest. The roade were heavy parts of which 


rere covered vith snow. 


re ed 


After a long stormy pull, we arrived at Smithville, on the Gile # 


river. From this I knew not where to go, but like the wild goose,I 


ce Ste 


wae bound for the South. I learned thet Pree. Me Donnell has or was 

about to purchase the San Barnerdine Ranch, on the borders of hai 
for the settline of our people, and soon the clouds of perescution | 
begxin to arise in the horison, I resolved to Bet as néar the line as . 
possible, vending purchase of this place. | 


T located on White Creek, about forty -O0-miles from Sonora Line. 
There I built a temporary quartere,and was joined by others. 


| 
1 
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I put my teams to freighting lumber,ané thue made 9 living for my 


family-- It was soon ascertained that the Me Donald purchase wae 
a failure, so I resolved to move to St Pavid on the San Pedro,For 
the sake of schools, meetings, and society. 

I abandoned this place in August and moved to San Pedro. Mere I 
purchased » farm of near 100 acres,and built two nice houses. I had 
just moved into them shen persecution began, At this time Pres. Tay- 
lor and company visited us at this Place, and counociled #11 who 
were in danger of the Law,to make their way to Chihuahua, llexico. twel~ 
ve of ue fitted up as soon as poesible, and bade adeau to home and 
friends, and bevun our journey. Among our number wae Fhilimin Merrill, 
Jared Roundy, Samuel and Joseph Curtis, and George bake,and others. 

We arrived at Coatelus,(or Coroletus) in January 1855 where we 
found » few of the bretheren had located, and were preparing to plant 
erops on land they hed rented. 

We vere invited to join them, but we had resolved to #o to Uasae 
Grandes. We moved on and located at that place and rented land,and 
planted a emall crop. 

We joined together in a kind of order, and | was appointed fore- 
man ac Lt had a little knowledge of the laneuace. 

RODE 


(Copyed by Chice M. Howell, whose Father, dames K. Me Neil, wat a 
member of George Lake's Company on their trip to Arizona.) 


fas copeyed by “elle Ven Leuven Kents.) 


As copied from her manuscript by Claud Nelson Mc hillan. James Lake, 
wae witness to the marriage of John Jacob Sake, great Grand “eather 
of this copyiet. James Lake married for hie second wife, Elizabeth 
Stover, sister of Sarah Stover-Lake, great #@rand Mother of this copy- 
fet. Done at Long Beach-Calif, this 15 & 16th,daye of March, 1951 


This record was co pbed just as it came into my hande, with errore in 
punctuation , spelling of place names, ete, 


GORREGTIONS & ADDENDA. 


%—- will indicate where corrections belong. 


*. yare-1- Philomelia Smith,was born April 13. 1796,4 Brookfield, 


Orange Co, Vermont. 


‘She wae left motherlese as a young etal] dorm wae raised 


by her Grand Mother, Sareh Hunetington Loomis, When © 
eighteen years of arem she married her firet coutin, 
Iva Smith, by whome she hed five children, naely, 

i~Lymen,-Li- James Harvey, ~iii- fligabeth Boardman, 
ive Josiah, «v- Esther-5- 


*.. pare-1-2-White Creek is in Washington, Co New York, and is on 


“= 
1 ' 


* 
‘ 


the line betwene Weshineton & Renseller Counties. 


page-1- 3- “sry Lake was aunt to James Lake. They were about 


the same ace. In her petetion for Crown lands,she said 
she was a daughter of John Lake, Royaliet,and wife of 
James Lake, Jr. 


page -1i~ 4 Elizabeth Stover, She a sister of Sarah Stover-bake, 


wife of John dJscob Lake,rreat Grand Mother of C.N.Me 
Millan.,this writer. 


page-i- 5-ae there was no way of putting hin to sleep, he was 


filled with whiskey and the leg out off. 


pare ~1~ 6- dulia and James were adopted by Margaret Madson and 


her hueband. They never married, 


eare-e- 7- ty n,ii-James Harvey, 00% iii-Eligabeth Soardman,-ive 


Josiah William, -w- Esther-5- 


- pare at- # Clarriesa Lake was born December 17.1528,at Aingston, 


Ontario. 


pare 19 J- Dennis Lucas died 29-Apré1,1°77 aged 96, ag shown on 


hie monument in old cemetery at Zimestown, Ont. Nie wife, 
lary Ann Stover=Lake, died April 1st. 1520, aged 85. She 
born, 1735. 
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